Draft Action Alert: 

Should the U.S. rebuild nuclear weapons back to Cold War levels?  

The U.S. wants to get back in the nuclear weapons business, but we are not going to let them.  The Department of Energy recently released a Notice of Intent for the massive renovation of the nuclear weapons complex.  Under the DOE’s plan, “Complex 2030,” the U.S. would have the ability to produce up to 125 nuclear weapons per year – a level comparable to what we had during the Cold War.

It’s not everyday that the U.S. government invites us to tell them exactly what we think of the nuclear weapons complex.  But on November 9, 2006, you will have a chance to do just that.

North Augusta Community Center in North Augusta, South Carolina will host a public comment session on the proposed nuclear weapons build-up on November 9.  

November 9, 2006

11 a.m.—3 p.m.

6 p.m.—10 p.m.

North Augusta Community Center

495 Brookside Avenue

Here’s your chance to tell officials from the Department of Energy that instead of building up our arsenals, we need to get out of the nuclear weapons business.  The Complex 2030 plan is:

· Unnecessary.  Nuclear weapons are a Cold War relic, and are strategically useless.  

The existing US nuclear weapons stockpile is already reliable and verified in more than 1000 nuclear tests.  Further, the nuclear weapons Lab Directors have certified to Congress the reliability of the current stockpile every year since the 1992 testing moratorium.

· Environmentally hazardous.  Under Complex 2030, DOE proposes a Consolidated Plutonium Production Center which would include a bomb plant capable of producing up to 125 plutonium pits (bomb core) per year.  Plutonium pit production creates a threat to public health and the environment.  Before the US proceeds with a major overhaul of the US nuclear weapons complex, they should first cleanup the mess from past production of nuclear weapons.

· A huge waste of taxpayer resources.  The renovation of the nuclear weapons complex is expected to cost upward of $150 billion dollars.  It is a major fraud stimulated by the National Nuclear Security Administration and weapons design labs to extract more money from taxpayers.  

· A bad foreign policy move.  North Korea has just tested a nuclear weapon, and Iran is pursuing a nuclear program.  By building up its nuclear arsenal right now, the U.S. is advocating the hypocritical “Do as I say, not as I do” policy.

Please join us at the public comment session in South Carolina on November 9.

Can’t come to the meeting in person?  You still have a chance to speak out.  Between now and January 17, 2006, the Department of Energy is collecting public comments via e-mail at Complex2030@nnsa.doe.gov.  You can also mail your comment to: Theodore A. Wyka, Complex 2030 SEIS Document Manager, Office of Transformation, U.S. Department of Energy, NA-10.1, 1000 Independence Avenue SW, Washington, DC 20585.  Please also consider forwarding your comment to your members of Congress, as well as your local newspaper.

Interested in working with a local group committed to fighting the nuclear weapons build-up?  The Blue Ridge Environmental Peace Alliance can keep you informed about the latest opportunities to speak out.  Together, you can help get the word out to other local partners and members of the media.

Need more information about the nuclear weapons build-up?  Click here to be connected with more resources.  
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11 a.m.—3 p.m., 6 p.m.—10 p.m.

Local Partner: 

Blue Ridge Environmental Defense League

(336) 982-2691

bredl@skybest.com 
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