
February 22, 2005 

The Honorable Secretary Mike Leavitt
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
200 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, DC 20201

Re: Request to release the final version of the CDC-NCI report, A Feasibility Study of the Health Consequences to the American Population from Nuclear Weapons Tests Conducted by the United States and Other Nations.
Dear Secretary Leavitt:

The Healthy Environment Alliance of Utah (HEAL Utah) and Idaho's Snake River Alliance request your assistance in releasing the final version of the CDC-NCI Report, A Feasibility Study of the Health Consequences to the American Population from Nuclear Weapons Tests Conducted by the United States and Other Nations.
As the former Governor of the State of Utah, you are painfully aware of the health effects wrought by decades of nuclear testing at the Nevada Test Site. While the Federal Government has started to develop an understanding of how radioactive iodine fallout from U.S. nuclear tests affected the American population, we have yet to fully understand the impacts that other radionuclides and other countries' global nuclear testing had on the health of the American public.

In 1983 Congress directed the National Cancer Institute (NCI) to study the health impacts of nuclear testing fallout, in particular radioactive iodine, I-131. After more than a decade and much pressure from public interest groups and Congress, the study was finally released in 1997. 

In 1998, the Senate Appropriations Committee asked the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to conduct an assessment of the feasibility of a study concerning the health consequences to the American population due to radioactive fallout from nuclear weapons testing by the US, France, Great Britain, India, the People's Republic of China, the 
Soviet Union and its successor states, and any other foreign nation. This study scope called for consideration of the health consequences to both high-risk populations and the general public from exposure to plutonium, strontium-90, iodine-131, radioactive cesium, and any other radioactive element produced by nuclear weapon tests. This request resulted in a collaborative effort by staff at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the National Cancer Institute (NCI).

In 2002, nearly four years later, HHS transmitted to the Senate Appropriations Committee an August 2001 progress report and an extensive two-volume draft feasibility study providing details on the study's scientific methods and conclusion.

The HHS feasibility progress report can be found at:
http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/radiation/fallout/report.pdf
The HHS progress report indicated that the National Academy of Sciences' (NAS) Committee on Assessment of CDC Radiation Studies would peer review the report before it would be finalized and released to the public. In its summary, the HHS report also stated: "No formal recommendations concerning future fallout-related work should be made until peer review of the draft Technical Report for this feasibility project is complete." A report from the NAS committee was issued in February 2003.

The NAS review of the draft feasibility study can be found at:
http://www.nap.edu/catalog/10621.html
The NAS's preliminary findings of the feasibility study indicate that conducting a detailed study of the health impact on American people as a result of exposure to radioactive fallout from the testing of nuclear weapons in the United States and abroad is technically possible.

The NAS also urged the prompt publication of the results of the feasibility study and made its desire for public distribution quite clear:

      

	          An effort must be made to communicate the feasibility study's important findings to interested Americans. The           goal is to inform the public on fallout and health-related issues. The committee recommends that a comprehensive           and understandable public summary be developed and made part of the final report of the feasibility study report           and that it be disseminated widely and in particular be placed on the NCI and CDC Web sites. The two agencies           should also send the public summary as a separate document to previously identified stakeholders and others who           have expressed interest, issue a press release about it, and announce its availability on various e-mail lists of                     interested organizations. (p. 8)


Despite having been peer-reviewed by the NAS, the final feasibility report has not been released to the public and no formal recommendations by HHS have been made. 

As another NAS committee, and the people of Idaho and other states, consider the need to expand the scope of RECA to include affected, but currently uncovered, counties, it is important that they do so with access to all relevant information, including this yet unreleased fallout feasibility study. It is also important that the NAS's recommendations, including cessation of document destruction, are considered, which will not happen until the final report is released.

It is late in the day to withhold reports such as this, particularly information that could have an impact on the health and well being of Americans. We ask for your immediate assistance to release and publicize the feasibility report according to the NAS recommendations quote above.

We will be contacting your office to speak with about this issue.

 

 

 

Respectfully,

 

 

Vanessa R. Pierce Jeremy M. Maxand 
Program Director Executive Director
HEAL Utah Snake River Alliance 

Cc: Senator Orrin Hatch
Senator Robert Bennett 
Senator Larry Craig
Senator Mike Crapo

Congressman Chris Cannon
Congressman Mike Simpson
Congressman Jim Matheson 
Congressman C.L. "Butch" Otter 
Congressman Robert Bishop 

