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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT (FOIA) REQUEST FILED FOR
LONG-COMPLETED FEDERAL STUDY 
ON HEALTH CONSEQUENCES OF GLOBAL NUCLEAR WEAPONS TESTING 
        The Alliance for Nuclear Accountability (ANA) today filed a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request with the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) seeking to make public a long-completed study of the health effects of global nuclear weapons testing. 

       The report, A Feasibility Study of the Health Consequences to the American Population from Nuclear Weapons Tests Conducted by the United States and Other Nations , responds to a 1998 request by the Senate Appropriations Committee. It was produced by the National Cancer Institute and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

       After pressure from ANA and other groups, a draft of the study was circulated in 2002. But HHS refused to issue a final version of the report or to make policy recommendations based on its findings until technical aspects were reviewed by the National Academy of Sciences. 

       The National Academy review was completed in February 2003. Since that time, ANA has repeatedly requested that HHS release the final report. The agency has not responded.   

      "Fallout from nuclear weapons testing has been a great concern for many residents of the United States," explained ANA Director Susan Gordon. "The report contains data that will help millions of Americans and their elected representatives better understand the potential impacts of fallout on the health of their families. There is no justification for withholding this important information. We expect this FOIA request will finally make the HHS report available to the public." 

       Legislation filed in Congress this year would extend coverage under the Radioactive Exposure Compensation Act (RECA) to additional communities impacted by nuclear weapons testing. ANA contends that publication of the fallout health study would help identify communities in need of assistance. 

       ANA is a network of almost three dozen local, state and national organizations concerned with nuclear weapons policy. Founded in 1987, ANA has consistently pressed the federal government to release information about the health consequences of nuclear weapons research, production and testing. 
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- the ANA FOIA and related information is available online at http://www.ananuclear.org
